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Program note

The word breach in the ambiguous title refers to a multiplicity of ideas regarding man and
technology. It refers to the breach, the non-continuity, between 0 and 1 within the binary system of
our machines (specifically in the machine used to perform the computer part in this piece) as well as
the non-continuity between man and machine, or rather, between musician and laptop. This
relation is dual by nature: There is a breach between the laptop and its operator as well as between
the two as a unit and the rest of the ensemble. This is true audibly because the sounds produced
electronically are destined to differ in quality from those produced acoustically. But it is also true
conceptually as the relation between the laptop musician and the computer, the interface through
which he interacts with the binary universe of the computer, is to say the least, crude in comparison
to that of the violinist or the saxophonist of the ensemble. This breach, or discontinuity, has

(almost) always been of great interest to me.

The first part of the title, continuous, is both the antinode of the breach and its source of
inspiration. Anything wishes to be continuous does so because somewhere there is a breach to be
overcome. But here it also refers (probably linguistically incorrect though) to how the breach, in its
wanting to be a discontinuity, becomes a continuous breach. The breach, as defined as a
discontinuity in space, is a conceptual continuity in time. These are thoughts that emerged during
my writing of the piece and they were part of my thinking before I started working. My (obsessive)
fascination for the impossibility to truthfully represent a continuous process with a binary machine

is a source of inspiration in this music as well as in most of my work.

Henrik Frisk, June 2009



Notes to the score

E repeat ad lib.

A cross as notehead, in all parts, denote unpitched sounds chosen at
the discretion of the performer. These can be key click sounds and slap
toungues on reed instruments and tapping sounds on others. The
figure notated should only be seen as a suggestion to be varied ad lib.
maintaining only the rhythmic subdivision (if a figure is written in
8ths, an 8th note subdivision should be held on to.)

g 8va- -

Piano cluster: hit as many notes, pitches as closely together as possible

with one or two hands. Mainly used as a percussive effect.

behind the bridge (sul G)

Produce the highest possible pitch at the time, given the context. The

pitch itselfis not important only the strained sound.

§

Rear Left
Front Left
Front Right -
Rear Right -

The tabulatura notation of the spatialisation is hopefully
self-explanatory: A note between the two innermost lines denotes
center front. Perhaps not so evident is that a note on a ledger line above
the staff or below the staff both refer to center back. What voice or

sound is spatialized follows from the context.

The delay, processing and spatialisation notated in the computer part
at bar 69 is performed continuously until bar 134. The computer
performer may use what he/she sees fit to create variation in the

texture if needed.

imprecise. add
slight variation

The comment given to soprano sax and bass at bars 74-76 is an
indication to deviate from the norm, the norm in this case being the
violin, violoncello and clarinet. These instruments, joined by the
trombone, piano and drums later should play the section from bar
69-134 as precise as possible, without infliction. The bass and soprano
sax should not leave the melody, rather should they act as a link
between the delayed voices in the electronics and the acoustic

instruments.

The diminuendo and crescendo hairpins with circled tips are used
throughout to indicate al niente, i.e. diminuendo/crescendo to/from

nothing. (See for example violoncello, bar 39.)
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